GEOG 371 Mexico and Central America

Rhoda and Burton Reading Questions 

Chapter 14  Economic Activity: Is Mexico a World Player?
1. The overall structure of the Mexican economy, as found when looking at the share of total economic activity that is found in agriculture, services, and industry, is most similar to: a) a poor rural tropical country, b) the wealthy nations of the world, c) centrally controlled socialist states

2. What place ranking does the total size of the Mexican economy have internationally?  Do the authors believe that overall, people perceive the Mexican economy as being of a lower ranking (meaning smaller), or a high ranking (meaning bigger)?  Explain the key reason they believe this misperception exists.

3. If one compares Mexican per capita income with the global average, by what percentage is it greater or less?  Identify other countries that belong with Mexico in the middle income category, as per text, page 87.
4. Summarize Mexico's changing employment structure in words, from Figure 14.2.

5. How does the income inequality of Mexico compare with other countries?  With the US?

6. Which Mexican state is a) the richest, and b) the poorest.  By what multiple (highest divided by lowest)?  How does the Federal District income compare with the national average? (hint, national data not on table but in the chapter).  By comparison, Delaware income was $70,000 and Mississippi $33,000 in 2010, a multiple of about 2.12.  Which country thus has greater income inequality, when comparing the highest and lowest income states, Mexico or the United States? (note: I may comment on this in class)
7. In general, which landform province/region in Figure 3.2 (earlier chapter) is Mexico's poorest?  In general, are the states at the US border of somewhat above average or below average income?  Why is the high income of Campeche misleading of what everyday residents earn?
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Chapter 19 Tourism and Development
1. Tourism from the U.S. "began" over a century ago in Mexico using what type of transportation technology?  Characterize the nature of the first tourism sites.
2. What new form of transportation helped tourism really take off beginning in the 1930s?  What was the role of the Mexican government in this?

3. What were the obvious characteristics that attracted people from US cities to Mexico in the 30s, 40s, and 50s (list five).
4. By the 1950s a new form of transportation "took off".  Identify it, and the city in coastal Guerrero that attracted the Hollywood jet set.  Where were the majority of tourists coming from for this destination decades before Hollywood became an important international source area?

5. In the 1970s through the 1990s, what five major concerns kept tourists from coming in larger numbers to Acapulco?

6. Table 30.1 (another chapter) lists some important tourist destinations that are not of the coastal/beach type.  Characterize the nature of this diversification of tourist destination sites that started to become important beginning in the 1940s.

7. A contrast is made between international tourism and domestic tourism in terms of share of total revenues generated by the tourism industry.  Summarize.

8. The major destinations of domestic tourists (with the exception of two), as listed on page 130, are of a particular type?  Describe in a word or two.  What destinations were the exception?

9. What share of GDP does international tourism earn for Mexico?  What three other economic activities are larger?

10. What is larger, tourism revenues generated by Mexico or the United States?  Is the difference large?

11. What is the average daily expenditure in Mexico of an international tourist?  What is it for a domestic tourist in Mexico?  Who, then, is more valuable to the Mexican economy, if this were the only metric to consider?

12. How does pay in the Mexican tourism industry compare with national averages?

13. Which destination is the leading cruise ship stop?
14. List the five premium tourist amenity types, apart from beach amenities.

15. What is the statistic cited about the value of marina and private yacht visits to Mexico?  How may yacht berths are in Mexico, compared with the US?

16. Where are the three leading golf areas?  What did Lorena Ochoa do?
17. What sort of tourism in found in the Volcanic Axis?

18. Identify Mexico's premier tourist destination.

19. Characterize the zone south on Cancún.

20. What is Fonatur?  Characterize the way it has handled the question of where tourism workers live relative to where tourists zones are, in Cancún and Huatulco.
21. In what context is 9/11 brought up in this chapter?

22. What are the well-documented benefits of tourism, according to the authors (list 6)?

23. What are the critiques of tourism development?

24. What are the two peak seasons of international tourism in Mexico?  List two other important time periods of tourism. What do tourism workers do during the off season?
25. What is the role of land speculation around tourist zones, from the perspective of local people?

26. List some other local problems generated by tourism, as per the narrative on pages 135-136.

27. How did the public works campaign in Quintana Roo respond to the beach erosion of Hurrican Wilma (2005)?

28. What do the authors suggest is the greatest single risk of international tourism? (p. 136)

29. What do the authors say about the scale of development necessary for ecotourism to be ecologically successful? (coastal example)
30. List ecological services of mangroves.  What is their geography in Mexico?

31. List threats to coral reefs, and their geography in Mexico.

32. Explain the meaning of perceptual carrying capacity, ecological carrying capacity, and effective carrying capacity.
33. Explain what is meant by the social dimensions of tourism.
34. Describe the kind of tourism found in the Chapala-Ajijic area.  Make a list of its pros and cons, according to the authors.
35. Explain the significance and phases of the irritation index developed by George Doxey.
